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NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


“Over a manifold activity of the laity, carried on in various localities according to 
the needs of the times, is placed the National Catholic Welfare Conference, an organiza- 
tion which supplies a ready and well-adapted instrument for your episcopal ministry.”— 
Pope Pius XII. 

The National Catholic Welfare Conference was organized in September, 1919. 

The N. C. W. C. is a common agency acting under the authority of the bishops to 
Promote the welfare of the Catholics of the country. 

It has for its incorporated purposes “unifying, coordinating and organizing the 
Catholic people of the United States in works of education, social welfare, immigrant 
aid and other activities.” 

The Conference is conducted by an administrative board composed of ten archbishops 
and bishops aided by seven assistant bishops. 

Each department of the N. C. W. C. is administered by an episcopal chairman. 

Through the general secretary, chief executive officer of the Conference, the reports 
of the departments and information on the genera) work of the headquarters staff are 
sent regularly to the members of the administrative board. 
onto ee ee eee 

See. 

Annually at the general meeting of the bishops, detailed reports are submitted by 
the administrative bishops of the Conference and authorization secured for the work of 
the coming year. 

No official action is taken by any N. C. W. C. department without authorization of 
its episcopal chairman. 

No official action is taken in the name of the whole Conference without authorization 
and approval of the administrative hoard. 

It is not the policy of the N. C. W. C. to create new organizations. 

It helps, unifies, and leaves to their own fields those that already exist. 

It aims to defend and advance the welfare botk of the Catholic Church and of our 
beloved Country. 

It seeks to inform the life of America of right fundamental principles of religion and 
morality. 

1 tO cumtanl chewstng Rowe of Syfermetion vegneding activities of Cuthatls qian ene 
women. 

,N. C. W. C. is comprised of the following departments and bureaus: 
Executive—Bureaus maintained: Immigration, National Center Confraternity of Christian 

Doctrine, Information, Publications, Business and Auditing, and CarHo.ic 

monthly publication, N. C. W. C. 

Yourn—Facilitates exchange of information regarding the philosophy, organization, and 
program-content of Catholic youth organizations; promotes the National Catholic 
Youth Council, the federating agency for all existing, approved Catholic youth 

. groups, contacts and evaluates national governmental and non-governmental youth 
organizations and youth servicing organizations. 

Ep Divisi Statistics and Information, Teacher Placement, Research Catholic 
Education, Library Service, and Inter-American Collaboration. 

Press—Serves the Catholic press in the United States and abroad with regular news, 
features, editorial and pictorial services. 

Socia, Acrron—Covers the fields of Industrial Relations, International Affairs, Civic Edu- 
cation, Social Welfare, Family Life, and Rural Life. 

Lecal—Serves as a clearing house of information on federal, state and local legislation. 

the National Council of Catholic Men and the National 








state, 
through units of the councils in many of the 
The N. C. C. M. maintains at its national headquarters a Catholic Evidence Bureau, 
three radio Catholic 


roadcasting Company's Network, and the Catholic program in the “Faith in Our 
Time” series on the Mutual Broadcasting System—and conducts a Catholic Radio 
Bureau. 
The N. C. C. W. through its National Committee System maintains an adult education 
service, transmitting to its affiliates information and suggestions in all fields covered 
by the N. C. W. C., and conducting Institutes and Regional Conferences for leader- 
ship training; it cooperates with War Relief Services-N. C. W. C. in a continuing 
clothing project for children; from 1921 to 1947 it sponsored the National Catholic 
School of Social Service. 
CaTHOLIC — Ppt Minera to research and reports as to p ts thod 
ts in the work of Catholic Action at home and abroad. 
All ‘that are > cae may play their part in promoting the good work and in maintain- 
ing the common agency, the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
CATHOLIC ACTION records monthly the work of the Conference and its affiliated 
organizations. It presents our common needs and eer Its special articles are 
helpful to every Catholic organization and individual 
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National Congress NFCCS 

For the first time in its history the 
National Federation of Catholic 
College Students this year held its an- 

{ nual Congress on a college campus. 

This novel movement arose from an 

awareness on the part of the Federa- 

tion of a need for improvement in 
several purely procedural areas—im- 
provements which could be accom- 
plished only on a college campus. The 
six hundred delegates who attended the 
meeting provided a representative 
cross-section of the country and once 
again provided a fine opportunity for 

those present to discuss problems of a 

student nature with delegates from 

other sections of the country. 

4 The delegates were faced with one 
monumental problem—the new consti- 
tution. Over the period of the last 
three years dissatisfaction with the 
present document has been expressed 
from many quarters. It was thought 
that it did not cover the operative 

? centers of Federational activity ade- 

\ quately nor was it able to define with 
any degree of assurance the actual work 
which the Federation was supposed to 
accomplish in its relations with the stu- 
dent community. The preponderant 
part of the debate centered on the 
Preamble. Two had been offered and 
each was sufficiently different to allow 
for great division of opinion. Principal- 
ly the dispute lay in the question of 
what the Federation attempted to fed- 

. erate. One school of thought main- 
tained that it was an organization of 
student governments while the other 

held that the NFCCS was an organi- 
zation comprised of every Catholic 
college student: in the confines of 
the United States. Throughout the 
deliberations of the delegates this was 
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OUR COMMON CATHOLIC INTERESTS 


the major concern. Both schools of 
thought recognized the importance of 
student government and, more im- 
portant, the necessity of limiting the 
scope of extra-curricular activity to the 
student milieu. They realized this be- 
cause they had come to a bold and deep 
awareness of the necessity of defining 
the Federation closely and concisely so 
that no longer d it appear as a 
vast superstructure without solid foun- 
dation. 

So, in deciding upon a preamble, the 
Congress decided it was the stu- 
dents who comprised the membership 
of the NFCCS but, simultaneously they 
expressed a firm belief in the fact that 
it was the student government which 
was responsible for the immediate op- 








New Book on Communism 
and Religion 


Through the N.C.W.C. Office for 
UN Affairs, cooperation has been 
given to Devin Adair in bringing out 
a new volume “The Communist War 
on Religion,“ by Gary MacEoin, pub- 
lished September 1. A factual rec- 
ord, country by country, is given of 
the Communist aim to destroy all 
religions: Catholic, Protestant, Jew- 
ish, Moslem, Orthodox. It is a val- 
uable reference and source book for 
libraries, schools and individuals, both 
clergy and lay, and deserves the 
widest circulation. Copies are avail- 
able from N.C.W.C. at $3.50 each 
plus postage, with a discount for 
quantity orders. 
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eration of any student extra-curricular 
activity on the . In emphasiz- 
ing this particular point, the delegates 
decided to change the name of extra- 
curriculars to co-curriculars. 

hoped to show that henceforth the 
National Federation would strictly 
limit itself to affairs which arose from 
the life and meaning of the Univer- 
sity. Throughout the discussion on 
this, the philosophy which Cardinal 
Newman had posited in his Idea of a 
University was constantly reiterated. 
Precisely because of this, the National 
Federation of Catholic College Stu- 
dents now stands constituted as an 
organization dedicated to the ordering 
of student life and operations strictly 
limited to the student milieu. It has 
been the expressed will of the delegates 
that this be because they realized that 
through this limitation a stronger stu- 
dent community would be built and 
better leaders—leaders who will be 
able to apply theoretical knowledge to 
practical action—shall be produced. 
In accomplishing this the NFCCS has 
further defined itself as a service or- 
ganization solely designed to provide 
students with ideas which may help 
them to make their campus clubs 
stronger. 

As a result of this solution the indi- 
vidual campus now stands pre-eminent- 
ly in the workings of the Federation. 
All activity must be initiated on the 
campus level and only when this has 
been done will the activity rise to the 
regional or national level. And in the 
operations on the campus level it is the 
student government which must carry 
the greater burden of the work. They 
must do this because it is essentially 
their job to see that order is 
on the campus through the proper and 
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efficacious functioning of the clubs over 
which they have jurisdiction. In order 
to assure the proper background for 
such campus autonomy, the delegates 
to the Congress continually strived to 
de-emphasize the national level and 
rather to place the stress on the re- 
gional and campus levels. As a result, 
the sphere of the national commissions 
was limited to purely informational 
exchange. On much the same level, 
four vice-presidents were incorporated 
into the constitution where formerly 
there had been but one. It was hoped 
that under this arrangement the na- 
tional commissions could depend upon 
closer cooperation from the particular 
vice-president who had jurisdiction 
over the individual commission. 

Other business of the Congress in- 
cluded discussion of a lengthy report 
on student rights. From this * ae 
arose the creation of a committee to 
study the meaning of academic free- 
dom in American society. The Con- 
gress felt that much of the regard for 
truth which is contingent on the pur- 
suit of a good education had been lost 
as a result of arbitrary thought and 
expedient political action. 

The delegates in a policy resolution 
also expressed concern over the mass 
deportation of students in communist- 
dominated countries and moved to in- 
form the State Department and the 
United Nations of their opinion. 

The theme of the Eighth National 
Congress, “The Role of the Catholic 
College Student and the Parish” was 
given a new meaning by the Reverend 
Ignatius Smith, O.P., dean, School of 
Philosophy, The Catholic University of 
America, At the opening session, 
Father Smith pointed out the many 
responsibilities of the delegates, who 
are the representatives of so many. The 
importance of instructed laity was the 
highlight of Father's talk. 

Three days preceding the National 
Congress, over one hundred fifty Mod- 
erators convened at the First National 
Moderator’s Workshop. This Confer- 
ence was supervised by the former 
chaplain of the Federation, Reverend 
Juvenal Lalor, O.F.M., president, St. 
Bonaventure University, and Msgr. 
Joseph E. Schieder, Ph.D., director of 
the Youth Department of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference. Many 
topics dealing with the Moderator- 
Student relationship in the Federation 
were discussed. It was considered the 
finest Workshop in the history of the 
Federation, and it is hoped that this 
initial activity will be an integral part 
of each succeeding Congress. 

The newly-elected officers are: Ed- 
ward F. Diedrich, College of St. Bene- 
dict, Atchison, Kansas, president; Jo- 


[4] 


seph H. McMahon, Manhattan College, 
New York City, vice-president, Stu- 
dent Affairs; Claude Default, Assump- 
tion College, Worcester, Mass., as vice- 
president in charge of Religious 
Affairs; Jean Lenz,, College of St. 
Francis, Joliet, Illinois, vice-president 
in charge of Social Action; George De- 
vine, St. John’s College, Brooklyn, 
New York, vice-president in charge of 
International Affairs; and John Cos- 
tello, College of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, as treasurer. Miss Maryrose 
Smith, graduate of the College of St. 
Rose, Albany, New York, and former 
executive secretary of the Overseas 
Service Program, is the newly a 
pointed Executive Secretary of 
Federation. Archbishop John J. Mitty 
announced from San Francisco that the 
Rev. William J. Murphy, S.J., dean of 
Men, Jokn Carroll University, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, is the newly appointed 
National Chaplain of the Federation. 
Msgr. Joseph E. Schieder, Ph.D., will 
continue as National Director of the 
National Federation. 


The Eighth National Congress was 
in session from August 26 to Septem- 
ber 1 at the College of St. Thomas, St. 
Paul, Minnesota.—Joseph H. McMa- 
hon, Vice-President, Student Affairs. 


Religious Education 
Through the CCD 


A “working congress” is the 
most apt description of what the 
Ninth National Congress of the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine will be 
as it convenes at the Hotel Sheraton in 
Chicago, November 7-11, at the invi- 
tation of Samuel Cardinal Stritch. 
With no scheduled opening or closing 
dinners, dances, formal receptions or 
other social events, the expected 15,000 
delegates will busy themselves in gen- 
eral and special sessions on how the 
Catholic laity of America can, through 
the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, collaborate with the clergy and 
hierarchy in the admittedly acute prob- 
lem of religious education of the chil- 
dren and adults not embraced by the 
Catholic school system. 

Eighty members of the hierarchy of 
both North and South America have 
already accepted invitations to partici- 
pate in the Congress, dedicated to 
Blessed Pins X whose ee motto “to 
restore all things in Christ” has been 
chosen as the theme of the Congress. 
The Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Ci- 
cognani, Apostolic Delegate to the 
United States, will be one of the prin- 
cipal speakers. The Most Rev. Fulton 
J. Sheen will deliver the principal clos- 
ing address in Chicago’s 25,000-ca- 


pacity stadium. Others participating 
are the Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, 
chairman of the Episcopal Committee 
ef the CCD, 85 diocesan directors of 
the CCD, Sister Madeleva, C.S.C., Sis- 
ter Rosalia, M.H.S.H., Fulton Oursler, 
and Clare Booth’ Luce. : 

With the opening session on No- 
vember 7 stressing the challenge to the 
CCD in the fields of both school level 
and adult religious education, the re- 
maining days will be devoted to more 
than 65 sessions on religious educa- 
tion in city and rural parishes, for grade 
and high school pupils, college stu- 
dents, in school year and vacation 
school periods. Special sessions will be 
concerned with the religious education 
of the deaf, the blind, inmates of 
penal institutions, the mentally and 
physically handicapped. More than 
50 actual classroom demonstrations 
will be given by experienced priests, 
religious and lay teachers of CCD 
methods of teaching religion. Demon- 
strations of adult Sacenion club pro- 
cedure, explanation of the CCD ap- 
proach to the teaching of religion a 
parents in the home, of the CCD ap- 
proach to lay participation in the con- 
vert movement will be given on suc- 
cessive days. Two “up-to-the-minute” 
sessions will be conducted on methods 
of preparing draft-age Catholic stu- 
dents for induction into military serv- 
ice. 
Twenty-two special Work Groups 
will pee pond. i during the Con- 
gress to further the development of 
the CCD program. Diocesan and na- 
tional as of the Councils of 
Catholic Men and Women will par- 
ticipate in the program, discussing 
how they can cooperate with and 
channel the CCD program to the 
federated societies. A special 
“N.C.C.W. Committee Cooperating 
with the CCD” Work Group will be 
held. Among the other Work Groups 
are “Holy Scripture and the CCD” 
featuring members of the Catholic 
Biblical Association, ‘The CCD Apos- 
tolate to the Jew”; “Prison Chaplains 
and the CCD”; “The CCD Radio 
Apostolate”; “The CCD Executive 
Board”; “CCD Use of Released 
Time” ; “Religious Vacation Schools’; 
“Work of the CCD Among the Deaf” 
and “Rural Confraternities.” 

Rev. John R. Gleason, director of 
the CCD for the Archdiocese of Chi- 
cago and general chairman of the 
Congress, states that anyone who be- 
lieves that the Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine is, as every Pope of the 
20th Century has said, “a choice field 
of Catholic Action,” and wishes easily 
and quickly to learn his part in this 
apostolate, is most welcome at Chicago. 
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Plenary Meeting of the 


French Episcopate 


HE April 14, 1951 issue of France-Illustration 
carries an interesting account of a very im- 
portant meeting of the French Episcopate at 

the Catholic Institute of Paris. This Catholic school, 
which has just celebrated its 75th anniversary and 
which has a student body of about 3500, is one of 
the best known institutes of its kind in France. This 
meeting of Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops is 
described as follows: 

On Tuesday, April 2, 1951, at 9:00 in the morn- 
ing, an unaccustomed animation could be observed 
around the Institut Catholique, rue d’Assas, as well 
as in all the courtyards of the school. Replacing the 
crowd of young seminary students and lay students, 
who ordinarily throng around this institute, one 
could see brilliant green hats and all shades of red and 
violet. Many dignitaries of the Church were present: 
the venerable Cardinal Saliege, Archbishop of Tou- 
louse, was present, and the Parisians were pleased to 
see the vigorous figure of their Archbishop, Monsignor 
Feltin, his face shining with wisdom and goodness. 
The plenary meeting of the French Episcopate was 
about to open, and the Rector of the Institut Catho- 
lique, Monsignor Blanchet, and the Vice-Rector, Mon- 
signor Fougerat, were busy greeting their guests. 
Four cardinals, twenty-one archbishops, eighty-one 
bishops! 

When the President, His Eminence, Cardinal 
Lienart, Bishop of Lille and dean of the French 
cardinals, had crossed the threshold of the Salle des 
Actes; when behind him the bishops had entered 
the room; when, modestly, Monsignor Stourm, 
Bishop of Amiens, who had just been consecrated 
the day before at Notre Dame de Paris, had joined 
the line of march, an important event in the history 
of the Church of France began. Since 1906 the 
French Episcopate had not come together thus, and 
the first announcement of this meeting had provoked 
a very great curiosity, both in the press and in Paris 
conversation. The cardinals and the archbishops are 
the only ones, of course, who, have an annual meeting, 
and the circumstances since the Liberation have made 
necessary more frequent meetings; since 1948 two 
meetings a year have been established. The plenary 
meeting of the Episcopate is not intended to be a 
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substitute for the Assembly of the Cardinals and 
Archbishops, but only an enlargement of the circle 
of consultations, collective study and advance work. 
In Germany, Belgium and the U.S.A. has not this 
custom of such plenary meetings been established? 

This meeting, therefore, has provoked curiosity 
.. ,and even more. It has evoked the ghost of Gallican- 
ism, and it has even been insinuated that this assembly 
had anti-Roman designs. Nothing is more absurd. 
Certainly the Bishops of France, chiefs of the French 
Catholics, have for their first interest the well-being 
of the people of France; Cardinal Lienart, in his 7 
ing speech at the meeting, said in terms particalarly 
moving that the Bishops share with all their soul the 
anguishes and aspirations of their followers. But 
His Eminence said also, in fect terms, that the 
Assembly is solidly united with the seat of Saint 
Peter and with Him who, among us, is the Vicar and 
the Witness of the Christ. 

What are then the questions which the Bishops of 
France studied in this meeting. They are three in 
number. The first report was that of Monsignor 
Feltin dealing with the organization of the episcopal 
commissions. There already exist some commissions 
of bishops charged with studying, for all of their 
colleagues, certain problems. For example, one 
commission presided over by His Excellency, Mon- 
signor Lamy, Archbishop of Sens, deals with the 
religious problems concerning foreigners living in 
France. Another, presided over by His Excellency, 
Monsignor Feltin, is interested in the reform of the 
catechism. The results were so fortunate that the 
Bishops made the proposition to generalize this type 
of work, and the Assembly voted to create a certain 
number of new commissions. We know that in the 
U.S.A. there exists in Washington, in the huge build- 
ing of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, a 
regular “ministry” of Catholicism, where commissions 
study for the Catholic Church in America problems 
which come up from time to time. Will we see soon 
in France a similar organism? The Assembly seems 
to mark a step in this direction. 

The second question studied was presented by 
His Excellency, Monsignor Querry, Archbishop of 
Cambrai, on the direction of the parish and the 
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duties of the parish priest. The Church is essentially 
pastoral and missionary: it has for its first duty that 
of carrying the good news, of affirming the faith, of 
giving to mankind the Sacraments. In France aren’t 
there too many population centers which the Church 
does not succeed in reaching? It is about them 
that the bishops were preoccupied. They studied 
the methods better adapted to an efficient apostolate 
and decided to create in each of their dioceses a di- 
rectory charged with these apostolic problems. 


Finally came the third question, the most im- 
portant certainly, since it demanded the entire day 
Wednesday, April 4, to be studied. It is that of 
free education. Its importance was particularly 
stressed by the fact that the day before at Toulouse 
30,000 fathers had just proclaimed their wish to 
assure the education of their children. At this con- 
gress they heard Cardinal Saliege, firm and bold as 
usual, declare: “The regime tends to become totali- 
tarian . . . we are one of the rare liberties remaining 
which are not a liberty of money. We are a liberty 
of devotion . . . in defending the liberty of teaching 
and in making it effective we are defending all the 
liberties!” 


The report on this grave question was given by 
His Eminence, Cardinal Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyon, 
whose eloquence is well known, and his speech made 


a great impression on the assembly. A long declara- 
tion was i as a result of this second day of 
work. Essentially, the Bishops of France affirmed 
four points of view. The Church has the right to 
make it a duty of Christian parents to confide their 
children to a Catholic school. This demand is in 
the realm of both logic and faith. The State ought 
to establish an ity of all French families as 
regards schools, because it is unjust that, for lack 
of money, a French Catholic cannot send his children 
to the school of his choice, while the taxes which he 
pays serve to support a school which gives no benefits 
to him. The children who go to the public schools 
have the right to receive a religious education, which 
also holds for the high schools in many cases, but 
is, on the contrary, almost impossible in too many 
of the primary, technical and normal schools. Finally, 
the question of teaching ought to be regulated between 
the Church and the State in a spirit of agreement. 
This program, so wise and so just, ought not to be 
ignored by the public citizens. On the eve of the 
elections it takes on a particular importance. 

In giving his closing speech His Eminence, Car- 
dinal Lienart stressed the fact that throughout this 
meeting of the French Episcopate there had been a 
fine spirit of good will and cooperation. There is 
no Catholic in France who should not rejoice in such 
fortunate agreements and results. 
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Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


October, 1951 
Sept. 28-Oct. 1—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—tegional congress for Province of Portland, Seattle, 


Sept. 29-Oct. 1—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE—fegional congress, Hartford, Conn. 
2-4—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocrrinE—regional congress for the 
2-7—Hoty NAME Society—fifth national meeting, Detroit, Mich. 

3—SOLEMN CONSECRATION OF THE Most Rev. DERMOT O’FLANAGAN as Bishop of Juneau, Alaska, at 


9—-SOLEMN CONSECRATION OF THE Most REV. JOHN L. PASCHANG as Bishop of Grand Island, in Omaha. 
Installation in Grand Island will be on October 11. 

9-10--CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS—tegional meeting, Boston, Mass. 
9-10—CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS—regional meeting, Columbus, Ohio. 
9-11—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DoCTRINE—fegional congress for Province of Denver, Pueblo, Colo. 
11-14—NATIONAL CATHOLIC YouTH CoUNCIL—lIst meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
15-19—YouTH DEPARTMENT, N.C.W.C.—3rd national conference, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
16-18—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocrriNE—fegional congress for Province of Baltimore, Wheeling. 
19-23—NATIONAL CATHOLIC RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE—29th national convention, Boston, Mass. 
23-25—-CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocTRINE—regional congress for Province of New Orleans, Birming- 


26-28—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocTRINE—fegional congress, Albany, N.Y. 
November, 1951 
7-11—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocTrRiINE—9th national congress, Chicago, III. 
18-20—-CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS—regional meeting, Covington, Ky. 
27-29—-NATIONAL CATHOLIC CEMETERY CONFERENCE—4th annual convention, St. Louis, Mo. 
December, 1951 
4-5—CATHOLIC CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS—tegional meeting, Portland, Oregon. 
April, 1952 
15-18—NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL AssOCIATION—19th annual convention, Kansas City, Mo. 
July, 1952 
6-10—KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN AND SUPREME LapIEs’ AUXILIARY—supreme convention, Indianapolis, Ind. 
September, 1952 
20-24—-NATIONAL. COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WoMEN—-26th national meeting, Seattle, Washington. 


Diocese of Austin, Waco, Texas. 
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Best Sellers!” 
Marriage and The Family 


Margaret Bedard, Ph.D. 


OUBTLESS many of you here have either read 
or seen the movie The Miracle of the Bells. 
You will recall the part played there by an 
undertaker. He was not too likeable a character. As 
the heroine of the story—a corpse—is brought to 
Coaltown, Pa., he, the sole undertaker of the place, 
insists not only on advance payment for her funeral 
expenses but also on settlement of those of her im- 
poverished father four years deceased. That, of 
course, is but one incident in the story. The rest does 
not concern us here. What is of interest, however, 
is the fact that last year a Pennsylvania undertaker sued 
Russell Janney for $750,000. The case came before 
the New York Supreme Court. The plaintiff con- 
tended that the unfavorable portrayal of James Orloff, 
the undertaker in The Miracle of the Bells, was greatly 
injuring his business and had made him unpopular in 
his home town. 

That is, undoubtedly, an extreme example of the 
influence of popular fiction on society. Its force is 
something that is very difficult to gauge. Nevertheless 
we know it is very real and very strong. Specialists 
in the field of literature and society—some of whom 
devoted a whole lifetime to its study—have reached 
conclusions similar to those of Frank L. Mott when, 
in referring to the relationship, he said “Only the 
cynic and the heedless can disregard popular litera- 
ture.” * Some, as Dr. Barnett, have done specific work 
on the subject. He made a comparison of the divorce 
trends of a certain period—1858-1937—with the treat- 
ment of the problem in fifty American novels at the 
time. The conclusions were “it cannot be doubted 
that divorce novels contributed to the intellectual 
and social ferment which has brought divorce to the 
fore in American life.” * 

From all angles, favorable and unfavorable, people 
are discussing the social effects of comic books, news- 


1 Frank Luther Mott, Golden Multitudes, New York: Macmillan, 
1937, p. 5. 

2 James Harwood Barnett, Divorce and the American Divorce 
Novel, 1858-1937—A Study in Literary Reflections of Social In- 
fluences. Philadelphia: University of Penn. Press, 1939, p. 140. 


October, 1951 


A Study from a thetit, given 
at the 1951 Family Life Convention 


papers, magazines, and novels of every descripti 

It is true that the social scene is flooded, deluged, by 
all this material. What is most significant, however, 
is that it is representative of ideas and ideals that are 
being foisted upon society. Now what are those 
ideas? Do they form a consistent system or a rambling 
mass of disconnected doctrine? And this brings us 
to the theme of this paper. It is one of the first but 
very important steps in assessing the social influence 
of literature. What is the content of it? 

The study began as an examination of modern 
fiction. As the work progressed, however, it became 
evident that very real limitations had to be imposed 
to attain any amount of thoroughness in a reasonable 
amount of time. 


First of all, “best sellers” were chosen because 
they are the books most frequently sold and, presum- 
ably read. It is in this fact that the sociological signif- 
icance lies. Interest is focused here on the impact of 
ideas on society. The greater the number of books 
in circulation the greater at least the opportunity for 
the ideas contained therein to reach and be absorbed 
by the people. Moreover, nearly all of the best-selling 
novels today are filmed and a large proportion of 
them are staged as well.* What is in the original 
source is thus widely circulated. True, changes are 
made along the way but at least a major part of the 
framework remains. A large portion of the original 
thought is transmitted to the people. 


“Best seller” lists are calculated solely on the basis 
of the number of books sold throughout the country. 
There is no formula for their make-up and no certain 
way of predicting whether or not a book will become 
such. Each year Publishers’ Weekly and Books of 
the Month (now Bowker Book Guides), among 
others, compile lists of the names and titles of various 
books that have sold in the greatest quantities and on 
a national scale throughout the year. They are taken 
from reports sent in monthly by some seventy to one 


3 Mott, op. cit., p. 296. 
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hundred representative bookstores throughout the 
country. 

When a book becomes a “best seller” it does not 
mean that a certain minimum sales’ mark has been 
reached, «But its presence on the annual national lists 
does mean that the book is one that has sold in the 
greatest quantities. Over two million copies of some 
of these books have been sold. 

Only fiction was included in this study. The rea- 
son is that, on the whole, its sale far outnumbers 
anything else. Not all “best sellers” could be studied. 
The period 1940-47 inclusive was arbitrarily chosen, 
and the five top-ranking books for each of these years 
taken. No assumption was made that these books 
were typical “best sellers.” 

The field was then limited to marriage and the 
family. Very little had been done in it from this 
particular angle. It was decided that concern would 
be with the novelist’s portrayal of this field and not 
with the novelist himself. If, for instance, divorce 
is represented as the happy solution tc marital discord, 
it may make little difference to the vast majority of 
readers—who will never know the author—whether 
or not he would apply the same remedy to a similar 
problem in his own life. 

An analysis was made of the forty books selected. 
Eleven of these are historical and twenty-nine portray 
contemporary society. They were studied separately 
and occasionally in reporting the findings it was found 
preferable to maintain the distinction. An endeavor 
was made to discover the nature of relations in mar- 
riage and in the family. What, according to these 
“best sellers” are the steps leading to marriage? What 
is its nature as conceived by the characters in the 
books? And how do these concepts differ from those 
of the Christian tradition? What pattern, if any, of 
family relationships prevails? What characterizes the 
interaction of the various members of the household? 
Here are some of the findings. 


Preparation for Marriage 
How do future spouses meet each other in the 
pages of fiction? Contrary to what might be expected 
the man and woman in the modern novel meet each 
other in very ordinary ways—in a manner that might 
be reproduced almost any day in real life. An inter- 
esting observation here relates to the role played by 
parents. Although they are greatly interested and 
frequently intervene in the marriage of their children 
practically no effort is made by them to have their 
children meet prospective marriage partners. This 
is true even in the historical novel with a few excep- 
tions of prearranged marriages. Young people meet 
future spouses through channels other than those of 
their parents’ design. 

As to the duration of the period of preparation for 
marriage, a very wide range is found in the seventy- 
six instances in which data are given. This runs 
from two days to twenty years. The discrepancy is 
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not as great as it appears, however. The great majority 
of courtships last for a period of one year or less. 

What do the parties do during the period of mar- 
riage preparation? What interests and pursuits are 
shared together before marriage? Recreational ac- 
tivities of a physical or material, rather than intellec- 
tual, nature are most prominent. As a single item, 
eating together is the activity in which prospective 
spouses most frequently participate in the contempo- 
rary novel. This is superseded by visiting one an- 
other’s home in the historical novel. Aesthetic and 
intellectual interests are not frequently shared in either 
type of book. Sad and disconcerting is the fact that 
adultery or fornication occurs during courtship in one 
instance in eight in the historical novel and in the 
contemporary novel in one instance in five. 

An interesting factor was noted in looking over 
the various activities that were preliminary to mar- 
riage. This is the role of the woman therein. Far 
from always being the pursued she is frequently the 
pursuer, often undertaking a definite campaign to 
win over a certain individual and to contract marriage 
with him. Usually she is successful. 

More marriages are contracted for the sake of con- 
venience than for any other single reason. Com- 
panionship, new experience and escape rank second 
in contemporary novels and economic gain in historical 
novels. “Love” as a sole motive for marriage being 
contemplated or contracted is found in only three 
fictional incidents. 

Proposal of marriage and engagement do not figure 
rominently in fictional marriages. When a proposal 
oes occur the woman frequently takes the initiative. 

Where immediate preparation for marriage is 
seen in the novels it is—with two exceptions—of a 
material nature, mainly dressmaking and house-dec- 
orating. Usually this phase is passed over. 


The Nature of Marriage 


The findings on the nature of marriage were ob- 
tained by analyzing the statements, actions and value 
systems of the characters as they relate to this subject. 
Further light was shed on it by the type of wedding 
that took place. The locale in which it was held, the 
minister, presence or absence of witnesses are all in- 
dicative, at least to some extent of the nature of mar- 
riage to the parties concerned. To all of this attention 
was given. 

The Christian traditional concept of marriage as a 
contract involving the free, mutual exchange of rights 
and duties was not explicitly found at all. In its stead 
one found either that the term “contract” was not 
mentioned or else that it referred to a transfer of 
property rights or to some indefinable right to free- 
dom. As to marriage being a sacrament, all reference 
was absent, with one exception. The institutional view 
of marriage had some place in the novels but chiefly 
through a “status-giving”’ or “status-losing” framework. 

Marriage was found equated with sex in the con- 
temporary novel. It was frequently referred to as a 


CATHOLIC ACTION 





meaningless affair, such expressions being used to 
characterize it as: “married as a crazy adventure’; 
“fiasco from the beginning”; “youthful little mess— 
so we called it off” and the like. 

Where in the pages of fiction do the marriages 
take place? Approximately one-third in a church of 
some kind, and the remaining two-thirds in a secularis- 
tic atmosphere, though in some of these instances a 
minister of religion is present. He is the official wit- 
ness in about half the number of marriages. 

Properties of Marriage 

Data on this were considered in the frame of ref- 
erence of the Christian tradition particularly as out- 
lined in the encyclical Casti Connubii. Unity, then, 
was the first property to be considered. Five of all 
the novels studied contained instances in which this 
was upheld. Nineteen, however, relate incidents in 
which there is a known violation of unity by one or 
more of the characters in the stories. Nine of sixteen 
specified cases of adultery are sympathetically handled. 
Among the contemporary novels in which this viola- 
tion forms a major part of the plot, only two do not 
condone it. The greatest number of incidents are 
objectively handled. The fact is simply recorded. 

The concept of the sanctity of marriage has little 
place in the novels—both historical and contemporary. 
The nearest approach to it seems to lie in some reli- 
gious significance being attached to the ceremony. 
This, however, occurs in less than half of all cases. 
Considerable denial of sanctity exists and there is much 
confusion as to the Christian meaning of the term. 

Data were collected in the novels on the attitudes 
of the characters and on their activities both as relat- 
ing to and as confirming or denying the indissolubility 
of the marriage bond. For the most part any attitude 
on the subject is simply ignored. Divorce, however, 
occurs frequently in the contemporary novel. For the 
most part the incident is objectively handled. 

The Family 

One hundred and forty-nine families played either 
a major or minor role in the stories making up the 
“best sellers” under consideration. Here it might be 
well to distinguish the historical from the contempo- 
rary novels. In the former, most marriages were of 
upper-class families and childless. The average family 
size in these books was 3.2. The median was 2 and 
the mode 0. A tendency was found therein for 
large families to be unfavorably portrayed. Either 
most of the children die in infancy or early childhood 
or else the parents are despicable and/or uncouth. 

While in the historical novel the largest family 
had fourteen children, in the contemporary novel this 
number was nine. There were two with that number. 
In these books—contemporary novels—computing on 
the basis of the families in which the number of chil- 
dren is known, one finds an average family size of 
2.2, a median of 2 and a mode of 1. The popularity 
of the one-child family is striking. In addition, over 
half the total number of parents have two children or 
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less. Only eleven indicated that an increase in family 
size was likely or possible. 

The same tendency to give an unfavorable picture 
of large families that was present in the historical 
novels was also seen in the contemporary novels. 

Harmony and disharmony between husband and 
wife are portrayed about an equal number of times. 
Class differentials reveal a higher tage of 
smooth-running marriages among lower-class husbands 
and wives than among the two upper classes. Whether 
or not a marriage is successful depends for the most 
part on the wife. The responsibility lies three times 
as often with her as it does with the husband. There 
is a greater tendency to blame her if the marriage 
fails than to give her the credit if it is successful. 

There is evidence that the status of the husband 
in the eyes of his wife is being lowered. The same 
is true of the wife's status in the eyes of her husband. 

Father-child relationship is characterized by sur- 
face harmony with little intimacy. Less respect is 
shown in the mother-child relationship. Whether or 
not a woman will become a mother is frequently a 
matter of her own choosing. Contraception and 
abortion are at her disposal. Compared with the his- 
torical novel, the mothers in the contemporary ones 
have taken a definite step toward personal responsi- 
bility and direct intervention in the education s pred 
offspring. Providing for formal education and giving 
physical care are the main responsibilities of parents. 
Sex instruction is a much neglected field. 

A complete separation is evident between private 
lives of husbands and wives and their parental roles. 

Material and financial aid are the areas of a 
bility most frequently assumed by children toward thei 
parents. 

Sibling relationship is usually good. 

Grandparents appear in lower-class rural and mill- 
hand families and in upper-class old-plantation fami- 
lies. For the most part they have bare | ag 

In-laws in the home usually cause friction. 

Families very seldom perform any activities to- 
gether as a unit. There are a few exceptions to this. 
Some are seen all together at meal time. Only two fam- 
ilies are seen talking things over and sharing troubles. 


Summary 

In summarizing it can be said that, taken as a 
whole, there is no question that, on the basis of the 
novels studied, far from fostering ideals of Christian 
marriage many of them disseminate an unwholesome 
and harmful ideology. None inculcates a genuinely 
thorough appreciation of and respect for normal and 
successful family life. 

This is necessarily but a condensation of the find- 
ings of a specialized study. Compared with the vast 
field of popular literature it is a very nartow one. 
Nevertheless it gives some insight into present trends. 
Those concerned with the family should be concerned 
with these trends—with what literature is doing to and 
for the family. 
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Catholic Leadership 
In Community Action 


Thomas D. Hinton 


EVERAL years ago Bishop John Francis Noll, 
in a message to Catholic women, said, “Lend 
your energies toward the restoration of a soul 

to the body of social service; help to put a heart in 
the works of relief, so that they become ‘charity.’” 
... The events of intervening years since these words 
were addressed gave added importance and weight 
to this admonition. In the same letter Bishop Noll 
observed “that Christian charity, which, more than 
verbal persuasion, instruction or argument, converted 
the pagan world to Christ, has almost vanished from 
the earth, and with it, to a great degree, faith itself. 
It has been replaced on the one hand by private 
philanthropy, and on the other by federal, state and 
local community agencies motivated chiefly by natural, 
economic and social betterment conditions.” 

The restoration of Christian charity to the social 
institutions of our day will greatly assist in the con- 
version of our present-day secularistic pagan society 
and its institutions to Christ. Much of the rugged 
individualism, so prevalent in the establishment of 
voluntary private institutions and agencies, has been 
replaced with a smooth running, efficiency-minded 
business-like enterprise financed by federated fund 
raising. Catholic agencies alone in the private social 
welfare field have resisted the watering down proc- 
ess which seems inevitable for private agencies in 
today’s highly-federated, highly-centralized climate 
of operation. As a result of this trend toward secu- 
larist social welfare, one Community Chest in its 
annual appeal for funds assured the public thr. -gh 
advertisements in the local press that, “This is not 
charity.” Certainly our Catholic institutions operate 
by the principle of Christian charity. Progress is 
being made each year by the religious, lay and pro- 
fessional leaders of our Catholic social welfare 
institutions in bringing about the return to Christian 
charity in community life. Much, however, remains 
to be done. 

Great concern should envelop us concerning the 
ever increasing attitude on the part of our neighbors 
toward the philosophy of “let the government do it.” 
As Catholics, we have a solemn obligation to study 
this question and to arrive at the proper answers as 
to how much more, if any, of the social welfare re- 
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sponsibilities should be turned over to government, 
especially remembering at the same time that there is 
no room for religion in the public education system 
and that the same may be true of any government 
sponsored project. 

The Commandment, ‘Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself” and the strict duty of performing the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy which it imposes 
on all of us as members of the mystical body of Christ 
form the basis for Catholic lay leaders to assume 
proper interest in community institutions and organiza- 
tions. We as Catholics will find considerable oppor- 
tunity for Catholic Action in community action. We 
are constantly telling ourselves that in our Faith we 
have the answers the world needs; we have the Truth, 
and in the teaching of the Church we have the au- 
thoritative answers to the social order problems that 
are besetting our society, both local and national. We 
must put the truth to work; we must see to it that 
our civic organizations, agencies and societies have 
the opportunity of conducting their affairs and pro- 
grams according to the truths, teachings and prin- 
ciples for society as laid down by Christ and made 
known by His Church. As Catholics we have an 
obligation to interest ourselves in the general welfare 
of the citizens of the community in which we reside. 
In the eyes of the separated brethren, the Catholics 
in a community represent a potent force that must be 
reckoned with, if community undertakings and projects 
are to succeed. 

A great portion of the organized community life 
with which Catholic people should be interested is the 
health, welfare and recreation agencies, and organiza- 
tions. These agencies, for the most part, are banded 
together in the Community Chest United Community 
Federation, United Community Services, or some other 
corporate title signifying a federation for fund raising. 
Catholic agencies, such as CYO, Catholic Charities, 
Catholic orphanages and Catholic hospitals and 
women’s groups, participate in many cities in this 
type of organized fund raising and central planning 
effort. It is an interesting study to determine what 
share Catholic agencies receive of the funds raised 
and how much service the Catholic agencies render in 
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return, not only to Catholic constituents but to other 
constituents as well. 

A noted Catholic educator once said, “the power 
and the beauty that is Christ is made more completely 
manifest in local community —— ay in the pomp 
and circumstance of national displ All of us 
who are baptized in Christ are members Ale His mystical 
body and as a result have the responsibility of carrying 
out His mission of salvation to the world. There is, 
however, and rightly so, a plan and an organization 
for doing this in the most effective manner; namely, 
Catholic Action. Through the laity sharing in the 
work of the hierarchy, there is assurance that what 
is done in the name of Catholic Action will be in 
accordance with the desire and will of the Church. 
So it is that the Catholic lay leader, who is working 
in accordance with duly constituted authority, will be 
more effective, better informed, and as a result in a 
better position to “restore all things to Christ.” 

For the purpose of discussion of Catholic Action 
in community action, we will limit ourselves to those 
agencies and organizations in the field of welfare, 
health and recreation. Properly included in these 
categories, therefore, would be agencies dealing with 
child care, character building, inter-racial matters, 
family assistance and welfare, handicapped persons, 
youth, old age, delinquency and correction, community 
and social planning, and social service exct ange. 

Unless responsible Catholic leadership exists in 
such voluntary agencies these agencies will not neces- 
sarily reflect Catholic thinking in the conduct of the 
affairs of the agency. A Catholic on the board of such 
an agency or institution is not necessarily a guarantee 
that the rights and privileges of Catholic constituents 
will be observed or that the program of the agency 
will reflect the teachings of Christ. 

Catholics serving on the boards of civic organiza- 
tions or community social welfare agencies should 
have the benefit of the guidance and counsel of the 
moderator of the Catholic organization to which they 
belong. Such a relationship between the Catholic 
lay leader and the priest advisor will give assurance 
to Catholic lay leadership that they are thinking and 
acting in concert with the wiii and mind of the 
Church. Catholics should be encouraged by their 
priests to take positions of leadership on the board 
of agencies and of institutions that are concerned with 
the welfare of the citizens of the community in which 
they reside. The laity accepting such positions have 
the obligation of knowing and understanding the 
teachings of the Church on social problems and ques- 
tions, with which many of the social welfare agencies 
in the community are concerned. The director of 
Catholic Charities should undoubtedly be the friend 
and advisor of Catholic lay persons on community 
agencies. Usually the director of charities, in addi- 
tion to his years of training for his priestly mission, 
has had specialized training in social welfare work with 
the result that his advice and counsel should be sought 
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by Catholic leadership in the fields of health, welfare 
and recreation. Likewise, CYO directors are vitally 
concerned with character building agencies and or- 
ganizations and their advice and counsel for Catholics 
on boards of such community financed and sponsored 
agencies will be invaluable. 

Since Catholic representation on boards and com- 
mittees of community agencies is sought in ever- 
increasing numbers, the training for such leadership 
is a matter of paramount importance. Catholic 
leadership on these boards merely to comply with 
some criteria set up by the federation is not enough. 
Care must be exercised by the laity to guard against 
accepting membership on boards of agencies without 
ecclesiastical permission. Catholics active in com- 
munity action should be certain that their work in the 
interest of their fellow man is contributing to their 
own salvation and to the honor and glory of God. 

The development of Catholic leadership among the 
laity has been furthered-notably by the Bishops of the 
United States through the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference. In the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference the National Council of Catholic Men and 
the National Council of Catholic Women have the 
responsibility for the training of lay leaders. The 
Press Department of the N.C.W.C. assists in this 
responsibility by informative articles and continual 
releases of its News Service to the Catholic press of 
this country. Highlighting the information resources 
sent regularly to Catholic lay leaders are the monthly 
publication of the N.C.W.C., CATHOLIC ACTION, 
and the two publications of its Department of Lay 
Organizations, Catholic Men, issued by the National 
Council of Catholic Men, and Monthly Message, is- 
sued by the National Council of Catholic Women. 
The National Catholic Community Service in its pro- 
gram for members of the Armed Forces and hospi- 


talized veterans “egr ates in the devel t of 
Catholic lay leaders th lo its specialiatd ‘tenkiiogs 
program for volunteers. 

Monsignor George Johnson, in writing about our 
obligations to our country, had this to say, “We are 
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a humanitarian people, a people that responds readily 
when the needs and sufferings of others are brought 
to our attention . . . I believe that Catholic men and 
women have an opportunity of making the message 
of the Gospel more articulate by entering whole- 
heartedly into community activities of one kind or 
other, working side by side with other fellow citizens 
in all programs that promise a richer and a better life 
for more people. If people do not like us, if they 
distrust us, it is because they do not know us. They 
will get to know us if they work with us. The better 
they know us, the better they will understand what we 
are all about, which means the better they will under- 
stand Christ, because He is the explanation of our 
ideals, our dreams, and our motives.” ‘The war time 
program of the Bishops for merabers of the Armed 
Forces, carried on by the National Catholic Community 
Service, has clearly demonstrated the truth of these 
words of Monsignor Johnson. Catholic leadership 
under the guidance and counsel of the priest-modera- 
tor has broken through the bigotry and misunder- 
standing of non-Catholic groups in sections of the 
country which for many years had built a wall of sepa- 
ration around the Catholics. While the bigotry and 
misunderstandings have not altogether disappeared, 
the acceptance of Catholic leadership in such com- 
munities is heartening and serves as an example of 
what can be accomplished by the laity in spreading 
the doctrine of Catholic teachings in their respective 
communities. 

The preparation of Catholic lay leadership for 
community action is vitally important if the contribu- 


tion of Catholic leadership in community life is to 


continue and to be ever increasingly effective. The 
training, the basic rudiments of which should begin 
in early life in the home and be continued in school, 
can best be developed and enhanced by active partici- 
pation in parish organizations. In the parish the lay 
leader has the opportunity of learning the basic ele- 
ments of Catholic Action, the principles of good or- 
ganization, and of gaining the self-confidence that is 
essential to lay leadership. Of great importance is 
the relationship with the priest-moderator and the 
association with older lay leadership in the parish. 
The parish priest, by the very nature of his work and 
by his education, is the most reliable of counsellors 
and guides in the development of lay leadership. 
He is informed concerning the program of agencies 
in the community, he is aware of the needs of the 
community and he has the contacts with the com- 
munity leaders who can be of assistance in the placing 
of promising young leaders on boards and on com- 
mittees. This type of priest-laity relationship envi- 
sions the type of mutual confidence and leadership 
development that will result in the most effective lay 
leadership designed to reflect the Catholic view- 
point on matters on which they will be asked to give 
counsel, advice and direction. 

It is not too ambitious to hope that with well 
trained Catholic leadership, the fabric of social wel- 
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fare agencies in our communities will he strengthened 
and brought closer to Christ. This is essential if the 
American way of doing things together for the com- 
mon good is to continue. One does not have to be 
a clairvoyant to see that if certain programs, already 
recognized by some community groups and social 
planning organizations, are allowed to increase and 
expand due to the fact that no experienced and intel- 
ligent Catholic voice is pointing out the error, then 
Catholic participation in such communiy federations 
will have to be withdrawn. The results of Catholic 
withdrawal from over-all community planning would 
be disastrous—not for the Catholics—but for the 
community and those the federated agencies serve. 
We have an obligation to point out to community 
leadership those instances where acceptance of a 
program, or an agency for that matter, violates the 
law of God. Trained Catholic leadership must be 
available not only to point out error when such ap- 
pears, but also to make a continuing positive contribu- 
tion. By our exemplification of the teachings of Christ 
we as the laity may assist the hierarchy in restoring 
all things to Christ. 


SUGGESTED DISCUSSION 


1. On what community boards are members of your parish 
serving? 


. In what secular organizations are they active? 


. What are some of the techniques they have found effec- 
tive in such participation? 


. Do you think that the scope of Catholic lay leadership in 
your community could be expanded? List other groups 
in the community on which members of your group could 
serve, 


. What training courses would you suggest? 


. What resources are there in the community, including 
personnel for such training? 


. What suggestions do you have to aid in making lay Cath- 
olic leadership more effective in your community? 
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An Open Letter 
To Mothers 


DEAR MOTHERS: 


A young lady in serious trouble called at the rec- 
tory. Speaking to the priest she said: “My mother 
and dad never taught me how to live.” She did 
not place the blame on her Church or school but on 
her home. 

Mothers, you are still young and so are your fam- 
ilies. There will come a day, you know, when your 
children will realize that you did or did not teach 
them how to live. As mothers you will more than 
likely leave a deeper impression on your children than 
any other person that deals with them. 

Let's think awhile about your homes and your 
children. The world judges one home from. another 
by the kind of car in the garage, the type of rug on 
the living room floor, and the number of dresses the 
wife owns. But God’s standards are different. He 
asks: “What do you do in your home that the family 
down the street does not do?” God wants to know 
whether you have holy water fonts in your bedrooms 
and whether your children say their morning and night 
prayers at home and not just in school. God likes to 
check on grace before and after meals and on the 
family praying the Angelus and the Rosary. God looks 
for a picture of His Son, Christ, in your living room 
and a small crucifix in your kitchen. Christ wants to 
feel at home in your home. 

Isn't it frightening to discover with what strange 
things some children under six years of age become 
familiar? Some can patty-cake but cannot pray. Others 
know more about Crosby than about Christ; more 
about Godfrey than about God. Some recognize “Old 
King Cole” but not Christ the King. The songs on 
the Hit Parade are known better than the Our Father 
and the Hail Mary. Some tots can direct you to the 
closest movie but not to the Catholic:church. Oddly 
enough, one child talked for fifteen minutes about 
the Aldrich family, but when asked about the Holy 
Family, his only question was: “What time does that 
come on, Father?” Alarming facts of our times! 
Knowing about the world is all right, but when God, 
the Creator of the world, is forgotten, life is mean- 
ingless. 

As mothers you wonder what you can do to 
change such conditions. Wheie can you turn for help? 
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To the Catholic Church. If it is your obligation and 
privilege—and it is—to put Christ into the hearts of 
children, all the aid that you need must be found in 
Mother Church. Throughout the world there is a 
Catholic organization for married ladies called the 
Confraternity of Christian Mothers which has for its 
main purpose heiping mothers at home in the educa- 
tion of their childcen. Headquarters for the English- 
speaking world are located at the Archconfraternity 
of Christian Mothers, St. Augustine’s Church, 220- 
37th Street, Pittsburgh -4; ia. With the 


Pittsburgh Archconfraternity over eighteen hundred 
parish groups of married ladies are banded together, 
ptaying with and for one another and their children, 
discussing their mutual problems, and sharing in the 
tremendous benefits the Church has granted for 
members of the organization. 


Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has pleaded 
with you mothers to become “restorers of the home, 
family and society.” He knows better than any other 
person that world problems are rooted in the founda- 
tion of nations—the home. Mothers are homemakers 
and the more we help mothers, the more we better the 
world. Once we can get mothers to recognize their 
own dignity and to further at home what is being 
taught at school and church, then the combined efforts 
of priests, sisters, and parents will be evident in the 
children. 

Last year the Archconfraternity of Christian 
Mothers made out Diplomas of Affiliation for eighty- 
two new groups from thirty-three different dioceses. 
So far this year two hundred and fifty-nine parishes 
have received the permission of their respective 
Bishops to join our forces in an attempt to bring 
back the ideals of Catholic home life. 

No one envies you mothers the job that is yours 


of keeping children close to God in a godless world. © 


You ask: What can we do about the bad literature 
that is poisoning our children? What about immodesty 
in dress? Is there any way of counteracting the 
snares of Satan in drive-in theaters? How can we get 
the family to pray together? Who is going to help 
mothers and dads to instruct their children about 
purity and sex that our Holy Father says is our obli- 
gation? How can we mothers get better acquainted 
Turn to page 20 
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N.C.C.W.’S FIRST LEADERSHIP INSTITUTES 
MARGARET MEALEY 


IRECTING a message to leaders of Catholic 
women’s organizations federated with the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Women, Most Rev- 

erend Allen J. Babcock, Assistant Episcopal Chair- 
man, Lay Organizations Department, N.C.W.C., said: 
“The great need of an active Lay Apostolate in the 
Church of Christ today cannot be overstressed. There 
is a great deal to be done in the work of the Church 
in Her attempt to ‘restore all things in Christ’ that 
lies beyond the field of action of the Hierarchy and the 
clergy. This great work does lie in the field of action 
of the laity. To make Christ felt in human society, 
to have human society guided, moved and directed 
by eternal truths brought us by Christ, the Divine 
Teacher, is the work of an enlightened and zealous 
Lay Apostolate. . This Lay Apostolate needs 
leaders, needs men and women who will set the pace, 
who will stir others to participation, who will dedi- 
cate their talents, energies and spare time to Apostolic 
work. ... We glory in our missionaries in foreign 
fields. Let us give these heroes of our Faith reason 
to glory in our work in the Lay Apostolate at home.” 

His Excellency addressed his message to the 275 
women leaders, representing 64 dioceses and 34 states, 
convened in three locations to study ways of develop- 
ing more effective organizations through greater 
knowledge and a more thorough understanding of 
Catholic Action; to exchange ideas; to discuss common 
problems and problems pertaining to particular areas; 
to present new ideas for the development of programs; 
- and to demonstrate effective techniques for vitalizing 
these programs. ‘The institutes were a medium 
through which Catholic women leaders learned of 
thei: privilege and responsibility in developing the 
Council program of prayer, study and action. 

Early on the morning of August 13, women from 
all parts of the eastern section of our country as- 
sembled at Trinity College in Washington, D.C., to 
participate in the first of three institutes planned by 
the national headquarters of the N.C.C.W. The 
college afforded an atmosphere conducive to study 
and the beautiful chapel inspired those in attendance 
to a prayerful consideration of the tasks confronting 
Catholic women today. 

Extending greetings as Auxiliary Bishop of Wash- 
ington, Most Rev. John M. McNamara, urged the 
millions of women u.ited in N.C.C.W. to take the 
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lead in re-emphasizing Christian principles to their 
fellow Americans. His Excellency stated that only 
women of faith and courage can save America from 
complete paganism and pointed to two great expo- 
nents of these virtues, Mother Seton and Eleanor Car- 
roll, the mother of Archbishop Carroll. 

A highlight of the Washington Institute was the 
tour of the N.C.W.C. building, where participants 
learned of the extensiveness of headquarters facilities, 
and where N.C.W.C. and N.C.C.W. staff members 
were privileged to meet these women leaders. 

Maryville College of the Sacred Heart in St. Louis 
was the scene of the second institute. In an atmos- 
phere of gracious hospitality, extended by the college, 
the St. Louis A.C.C.W., and the Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop Joseph E. Ritter, four delightful days were 
spent in fruitful study of the objectives of our federa- 
tion. A tour to St. Charles, to pay homage to the 
remains of Blessed Philippine Duchesne, was spon- 
sored by the Mothers at Maryville. A boat ride on the 
Mississippi at the invitation of a benefactor of the 
college gave evening diversion. 

In a setting of natural beauty, the third institute at 
Asilomar, Monterey Peninsula, California, united the 
affiliates in the western states to those who participated 
at Maryville and Trinity and strengthened the link 
between Catholic women leaders throughout the coun- 
try. 

Most Reverend Bishop Federal, Auxiliary of the 
Diocese of Salt Lake, treated the subject, “Real 
Catholic Action,” keynote of the meetings to follow. 
The delightful reception and hospitality extended by 
the Monterey-Fresno Diocese made all feel welcome. 
An enjoyable tour of the peninsula included historic 
Monterey and San Carlos de Borromeo Mission, where 
Father Junipero Serra, founder of the California Mis- 
sions, is buried. 

The program of each institute was the same: Real 
Catholic Action; the organization, purpose, growth 
and development of the National Council of Catholic 
Women; the definition of the federation and what 
composes it; ways of making our federation work; 
an explanation of the parent organization, the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, and how it is 
extended through the National Committee System; 
the implementation of a committee and all that is 
involved in its successful launching and development; 
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a discussion of committee resources, where to get them, 
how to use them; and finally, extending our influence, 
including community relationships and inter-group 
cooperation. 

Although the presentations and content were simi- 
lar, the questions and discussions were interesting 
in their variations in the different areas. Groups 
were small enough to facilitate discussion, yet widely 
representative, affording excellent exchange of ideas 
and experiences. A per including the suggested 
— of the year for all 18 committees, resources 
‘or study, bibliographies, statements of the Holy 
Father, and other inspirational and informational 
material was given each participant. The presenta- 
tions at the institute were also made available. 

Evaluations by the participants acknowledged the 
worthwhileness of the institutes. Constructive crit- 
icisms were welcomed and will bear weight in future 
planning. 


One participant's evaluation stated: 


The organization of material by capable pro- 
fessional staff and N.C.C.W. officers permitted the 
inclusion of material designed to unify and project 
the thinking of those familiar for decades with 
N.C.W.C. and N.C.C\W. structure and work and 
of those new to the ranks. One recaptured security 
as each symposium, panel or discussion closed, feel- 
ing safe under the authority of our bishops’ program. 
How rich the resources of N.C.C.W. as an arm 
of N.C.W.C.! How legion the opportunities to 
assume leadership in Christ’s cause! 

I came away as it were from a retreat, inspired 
with new zeal to draw other organizations into 
N.C.C.W.’s impressive army of 6,800 units, know- 
ing that the program suggestions are sound in 
philosophy, comprehensive in scope and reliable in 
command. 

In this day of secular influence it is wonderful to 
have a plan of action geared to every diocese, 
deanery and parish, and so adaptable that every 
parish organization and every parishioner may have 
a part in it. 


In addressing the institutes, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Howard 
J. Carroll, general secretary, N.C.W.C., exhorted 
Catholic women leaders to keep in mind several basic 
considerations, which are in summary: 

1. The task being essentially spiritual is one we 
ee ee If this is truly a 
work of God, it must begin with His inspiration 
and be carried on with His gracious assistance 
or it will be only superficial. 

. We must, do our work in a spirit of humility 
and unselfishness. Selfishness and self-seeking 
have no place in the work of N.C.C.W., ¢s 
cially among its leaders, who must exemplify 
above all others the spirit of sacrifice, and of 
service to the cause and to others. 

. We must work together. . . . Disunity in our 
common Catholic effort is disastrous. Where 
it creeps in, usually through pride and selfish- 
ness, it vitiates the most sacred ideals of the 
organization. 

. We must work together under the bishops . . . 
When we dedicate ourselves to serve in the field 
of the Apostolate, it is the mind of the Church 
that we do it under their direction, as they see 
it needs to be done. 

. We must have a full measure of perseverance to 
enable us to overcome the inevitable recurring 
temptations to impatience and discouragement. 
. . . Our efforts are inadequate to the immense 
task before us. But perseverance is the test of the 
depth and genuineness of our faith, our hope 
and our charity. 

Lastly, he exhorted leaders to do in the name of 
N.C.C.W. what is in accordance with the purpose 
and objectives of N.C.C.W. and do it in the way that 
N.C.C_W. is set up to do it. Otherwise we are 
traveling under false colors. To do the task for 
which we are called is immense, requiring a high sense 
of dedication, courage and unflagging perseverance. 

It is hoped that the Catholic women leaders foun 
in these institutes stimulation and help and so may 
strengthen every affiliated organization in its work for 
Christ. 


STRENGTHENING FAMILY LIFE?—Hear the Catholic Woman Volunteer 
BERTHA SNEIDER 


HERE she stood—the voluateer Catholic woman 
~—-at the convention of the National Confer- 
ence of Catholic Charities, meeting in Detroit, 
September 6-11. She told of the contributions of 
Catholic women volunteers to the strengthening of 
family life. And this contribution stretches around 
the world; it has no limit in time and effort. 
Welcomed by the Assistant Secretary of the Na- 
tional Conference, Rev. John J. Lennon, the dele- 
gates participated in this session, ably chaired by Mrs. 
Frank Couzens, president of the Detroit League of 
Catholic Women and vice-chairman of the convention. 
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The international note was brought to the meeting 


- by Miss Laura Gonsalves, provincial secretary of the 


Pakistan Red Cross. In her native sari of gold- 
bordered, pale green cloth, her presence made us 
aware of the universality of our work. She told 
of being here on a four-month scholarship to study 
social services in relation to Red Cross activities 
and church organization. She recounted her work 
as secretary of the Catholic Leper Association, board 
member of the Catholic Federal Housing Association 
and member of the Catholic Women’s Guild. 

Miss Gonsalves exclaimed at our wonder of her 
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Catholic parentage in a country 80 percent Moslem 
and reminded us that Catholicism was in pre-parti- 
tioned India long before it came to America. Through 
the efforts of St. Thomas, Apostle of India, (Didimus) 
the Faith was brought to their shores in 69 A.D. 
She informed us of the 10,000 Catholics in Karachi 
(capital of Pakistan) alone, and of the magnificent 
work of the Church in all of that country, carried on 
by Religious Orders of men and women who operate 
hospitals, high and elementary schools, foundling 
homes, an embroidery school and a leprosarium. She 
expressed the undying gratitude of her people for all 
the CARE packages sent to these institutions. 


The volunteer work of the Catholic women of 
India, united in an association, is concerned with 
governmental proposals in religion and education; 
with adequate housing facilities for young married 
couples; with sewing circles for churches, orphanages 
and Red Cross centers; with promotion of Catechism 
classes; with helping parish priests organize monthly 
Holy Hours for particular intentions and for the con- 
version of Russia; with study clubs dealing with cur- 
rent topics and chaired by eminent speakers; with the 
establishment of “Apologetics Clubs” to further reli- 
gious understanding. The Legion of Mary, the Apos- 
tleship of Prayer, the League of Night Adorers, and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society are established also. 


Their Red Cross program covers the providing of 
linens, equipment and medicines to every maternity 
and child welfare center; the furnishing of clothing, 


blankets and medicines to refugee camps; the training 
of assistant midwives; and the running of sewing 


centers. Junior Red Cross, hospital social services, 
and ambulance units are also conducted under this 
program. 


Mrs. Ignatius Rzeczkowski, of the Polish Activities 
League of Detroit, emphasized the importance of vol- 
unteers as Catechism teachers, Girl Scout leaders, 
dance instructors, and craft instructors in the settle- 
ment houses of the Archdiocese. Work with the dis- 
placed persons or “potential Americans” has centered 
| around investigating new homes, acting as interpret- 
ers, welcoming these newcomers when meeting trains, 
furnishing houses, helping settle families and finding 
employment. In all their work the volunteers are 
guided by the spirit of Christian Charity, remembering 
Our Lord’s words: “As long as you did it for one of 
these, the least of my brethren, you did it for me.” 


Mrs. Sidney Willis told of the League of Catholic 
Women’s volunteer work with the aging of Detroit 
and vicinity which led to the establishment of 14 clubs 
of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish organization. 

Their Catholic “Friendly Visitors” have a two-part 
program: visiting the lonely aged in their homes and 
conducting a social and recreational club program. 
These Visitors shoulder the job of visiting the drab 
rooms of aging men and women and listening to 
their talk of by-gone days when they were “some- 
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bodies” in their community or church. They find 
them rooms; move them; clean for them; do their 
hair; take them to church, to clinics, and motoring. 
The older person is given a sense of security by hav- 
ing a telephone number to call in case of emergency. 


The second part of this program calls for the main- 
tenance of 19 clubs with a combined membership of 
1200 aged persons deprived of companionship and 
having low resources. Names of prospective members 
come from the Bureau of Social Aid and from the 
members themselves, Each club has its own officers 
and committees, such as program, entertainment, sick, 
burial and others. They celebrate birthdays and an- 
niversaries, have picnics, plays and parties, showers 
and weddings. Their needs are provided for by the 
year-round sewing of the League women. 


This work has received recognition from the Wayne 
County Health Division of the Council of Social 
Agencies and the University of Michigan, for in two 
of their homes research is being carried on to measure 
the effects of planned activities of recreation, occupa- 
tional therapy and arts and crafts on the social and 
physical adjustment of the residents. 

In these ways the Detroit League of Catholic 
Women is endeavoring to stimulate a broad movement 
to prolong the useful years of older people and elimi- 
nate the social degradation into which so many of 
our aged have fallen and from which our present 
economic and social structute offers no return. How 
well they are succeeding is attested to by the clergy, 
social workers and volunteers themselves, who note 
that “these old persons are happier, healthier and 
cleaner and have definitely regained a lost measure 
of social aptitude. They now have a sense of belong- 
ing.” 

The writer, as Toledo D.C.C.W. Youth and Family 
Life chairman, reviewed the Diocesan Council's four- 
part program aimed at strengthening family life. 
Cana Conférences were initiated through a diocesan 
experimental conference, then a deanery-level Cana 
Day and finally brought to the parish level through- 
out the Diocese. 

To counteract the pitfalls of marriage and to ade- 
quately prepare for the task of rearing and educating 
children, the Council has sponsored for the past six 
years a Marriage Preparation Course for young people 
based on the Catholic University of Ottawa, Canada, 


. Series and comprising 12 to 15 lectures. Availing 


themselves of this instruction given by priests and 
qualified lay men and women in the professional 
and home fields were 2,317 young people. With this 
course, the Council hopes to instill sound Catholic 
principles and beliefs in the hearts and minds of future 
mothers and fathers. 

While fulfilling the duty of educating young adults 
for a good Catholic married life, the responsibility 
for giving adequate sex instruction to younger chil- 
dren was not overlooked. Repeated use of Father 
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Keller's Christopher records has been made by Catho- 
lic and non-Catholic groups and these have been found 
a definite help to floundering, tongue-tied parents. 

A further undertaking will be the diocesan-wide 
program for adult education in this field by a Catholic 
psychologist, Dr. Louis Snider of Loyola University 
Child Guidance Clinic, to be begun September 29. 
He wiil outline definite aids to parents by giving a 
lecture, “How to Instruct Your Child in Sex,” in each 
of the seven deaneries of the Diocese. He asks that 


this information be imparted in a straightforward, 
unashamed manner so that children may later consider 
sex not as a mere biological function but bound up 
with God’s motive—service to Him—in their married 
and family life. 

Through all these programs, Catholic volunteers 
are motivated by the desire to restore Christ to the 
home, which, in the words of Rev. Edgar Schmiedeler, 
is “God's seedplot for the propagation of the human 
race.” 
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Archconfraternity of Christian Mothers . . . An article 
by Rev. B.rtin Roll, O.F.M. Cap., director general of 
the Archconfraternity of Christian Mothers, telling of 
the work of the Confraternities of Christian Mothers 
affiliated with the Archconfraternity, is being carried 
in this magazine on page 13. N.C.C.W. affiliates 
will be interested in this account of the work of one 
of the newest members of our federation. 

Catholic Daughters of America ... At the recent meeting 
of the Supreme Directorate of the C.D.A. Miss Frances 
Maher, supreme regent, was elected to represent the 
organization at the World Congress of the Lay Aposto- 
late to be held in Rome, October 7-14. The board also 
decided to be represented at the International Catholic 
Youth Federation meeting in Rome in 1952 and voted 
to hold the C.D.A. biennial convention at Lake Placid, 
N.Y., from July 7 to 11, 1952, 

Daughters of Isabella . . . An increase in membership of 
about 7,000 during the past year was reported at the 
recent meeting of the National Board of Direction 
of the National Circle, D. of I. Three Circles were 
established in the Philippines during the year. Gifts 
of $1,000 each were voted at the meeting to the Bish- 
ops of Kansas City in Kansas and Salina for flood 
relief in their dioceses. The board also voted to have 


the National Regent, Mrs. Carolyn B. Manning, repre- 
sent the organization at the meetings in Rome next 
spring of the International Union of Catholic Wom- 
en’s Leagues and the World Federation of Youth. 
Kappa Gamma Pi . . . N.C.C.W. is pleased to report 
the affiliation of Kappa Gamma Pi, which took t gyre 
during the recent Leadership Institute held by 
N.C.C.W. at Maryville College of the Sacred Heart 
in St. Louis, Mo. Kappa Gamma Pi now becomes 
the twentieth national organization affiliated with the 
N.C.CW 

Overseas Division, N.C.C.W. ... Miss Mary Frances 
Hall was recently elected president of the Overseas 
Division, N.C.C.W., whose members served abroad 
in World War I with the Knights of Columbus or the 
National Catholic War Council. Miss Hall’s service 
was with the Knights of Columbus. In recent years 
Miss Hall has served as official observer at the U.N. 
for the Women’s Overseas Service League, an organ- 
ization of American women who served overseas with 
the armed forces during the last two world wars. 
Supreme Ladies’ Auxiliary, Knights of St. John . . . The 
next Supreme Convention of the Supreme Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, held jointly with the Knights of St. John, 
will take place in Indianapolis, Ind., July 6-10, 1952. 





PRAYER FOR THE HANDICAPPED 


Goo of mercy and compassion, make us understand that every man whom misfortune has touched 
is our neighbor. Help us by Thy grace to see that by ministering unto them, we really are serving 


Thee. In a materialistic age when men are infatuated by the cult of the body, restore in us a right 
mind which acknowledges in human personality absolute spiritual values far transcending mere physi- 
cal integrity. Bless our efforts to persuade America to accord justice and equity to those souls 
among us who have been signed with the seal of Calvary. As they courageously serve Thee, may 
we honor and assist them; all of us together working in redemptive charity toward the glorious ad- 
vent of Thy eternal kingdom, wherein, as Isaias has said, “The eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped; then shall the lame man leap as the hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb shall be free and the redeemed of the Lord shail return and shall come into Sion with 
praise, and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads.” Amen. (Is. 35; 5, 6, 10) 


This prayer is being distributed by the President’s Committee on National Employ the Physically 
Handicapped in connection with its celebration of a National Employ the Physically Handicapped 
Week from October 7-13. We appeal to our readers to help employ their handicapped neighbors. 
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Lay Apostolate Congress—TV Pro- 
gram—“Christianity in Motion Pic- 
tures Today” — Speakers Bureaus 





PARTICIPATION IN WORLD LAY APOSTOLATE CONGRESS 


A total of 268 national delegates from 31 nations 
have been certified to the World Congress for the 
Lay Apostolate meeting in Rome from October 7 to 
10. In addition, 23 Catholic international organiza- 
tions have named 169 international delegates. One 
hundred thirty “experts” will also attend the Con- 
gress. Among the countries represented are South 
Africa, Vietnam, Australia and Chile. Delegations 
will consist of almost an equal number of men and 
women. As reported in Catholic Men for September, 
a total of 13 delegates and 3 “experts” from the 
United States will participate in the World Congress. 


The Congress will attempt to resolve a double 
problem, that of the Church in bringing the Faith to 
a modern, irreligious world, and that of the la 
in living his Faith and influencing his pls 9 
The need and possibility of Catholic Action will be 
explored in several fields: motion pictures, press, radio, 
recreation, the culture of races and peoples still de- 
prived of an elementary education, promotion of the 
world of labor and of the working masses. Predic- 
tions are that the Congress will enlighten the clergy 
as well as the faithful by fostering a deeper and clearer 
appreciation of real, living religion. 


N.C.C.M. TO PARTICIPATE IN TV PROGRAM 


N.C.C.M. will participate with representatives of 
the Protestant and Jewish faiths in the production of 
religious television programs to be produced on the 
National Broadcasting Company TV network. 

The programs, to be televised every Sunday begin- 
ning October 7, will be allocated among the three 
major faiths on a monthly basis. N.C.C.M. will pro- 
duce its first shows on the Sundays of December, 


following the Protestants during October and the 
Jews during November. 

The format of the productions by N.C.C.M. has 
not been definitely adopted yet, but probably will be 
addresses and devotional music. 

NBC-TV has titled the entire series “Frontiers of 
Faith.” The time will be 1:00 p.m., Sundays. 


“CHRISTIANITY IN MOTION PICTURES TODAY” 


On September 2, 1951, the tenth program of the 
Catholic Hour series “Careers and Christianity” fea- 
tured Martin J. Quigley, president of the Quigley 
Publishing Company, who spoke on “Christianity in 
Motion Pictures Today.” 

In his talk Mr. Quigley pointed out that every two 
weeks the motion picture theatres in the United States 
are visited by persons to a number which closely ap- 
proximates the entire population of the nation. In 
view of this power and scope of the motion picture, 
he said, there inevitably arises in the minds of right- 
thinking persons an awareness that this vital force— 
sO potent in its influence upon society, especially 
youth in its formative years of character building— 
must be so guided and so directed as to achieve its 
vast potentialities for good, and meanwhile, avoid 
the ever-present dangers of evil. 

“Just as it is said that a public gets the kind of 
government it deserves, so it may also be said that a 
public gets the kind of entertainment it deserves. In 
order to deserve and to obtain motion picture enter- 
tainment properly representative of the superlative 
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standards of which the screen is capable, there is an 
imperative need for an alert, informed and zealous 
public opinion—a public opinion correctly informed 
as to the responsibility it truly shares with the motion 
picture industry,” he urged. 

In a democracy, he continued, the ideal of good 
government is dependent upon the intelligent use of 
the ballot. Similarly it may be said that good enter- 
tainment in the field of motion pictures, or elsewhere, 
depends upon the intelligent use of the admission 
ticket, which is the public’s ballot of approval or dis- 
approval. The Christian ideal of noble and inspiring 
theatrical entertainment can not be realized in a 
vacuum of public indifference. 

Mr. Quigley cited the late Archbishop McNicholas 
who was the chief architect of the plans and purposes 
of the National Legion of Decency. The Archbishop 
had stated that it is the duty of everyone to form a 
“tight conscience” about motion pictures, to seek in- 
formation and guidance as to the moral character of 
an attraction and to apply the true principles of 
morality to the action taking place on the screen. 
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The publisher pointed out that it is futile to blame 
Hollywood for not producing motion pictures of a 
character for which there is no precedent to justify 
a presumption of popular support. Hollywood has 
often ventured upon avenues leading to productions 
of higher intellectual, moral and religious significance, 
only to encounter public indifference. If the public, 
thoughtlessly or willfully, bestows its favor upon pic- 
tures of low moral tone and gives scant and begrudg- 
ing attention to the finer subjects, the result is inevi- 
table. 

“Production is intended for a mass market and 
unless it receives mass market support the producer 
cannot succeed. Pictures of a type which fail in re- 
ceiving pepular support will not be made. The deci- 
sion rests with the theatre-going public,” he said. 

Copies of Mr. Quigley’s radio address are available 
at N.C.C.M. headquarters, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., 
N. W., Washington 5, D. C. 

The eleventh and final program on September 9 
in the “Careers and Christianity” series featured Mr. 
Richard Pattee, author and historian, who spoke on 
“Christianity in International Affairs Today.” 


CURRENT CATHOLIC HOUR PROGRAM 


On September 16 a special series of three programs 
was begun on the Catholic Hour featuring Father 
Wilfrid Joseph Diamond, lecturer in Religion at 
Fordham University, New York City, and assistant at 
Holy Rosary Church in the Bronx, New York. 

Father Diamond is the author of “Heavenwords”; 


“Sunday Morning Storyland”; “Heirs of the King- 
dom” and “Night Prayers on Calvary.” He was born 
in Lancashire, England, and came to the United States 
in 1926. He attended Cathedral College, New York 
City, St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, and Catholic 
University, Washington, D. C. 


On the special Catholic Hour series choral music 
will be provided by the 25-voice choir of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help parish, Brooklyn, New York, under 
the direction of Mr. Richard Schwendee. 


HELP FOR SPEAKERS BUREAUS 


Have you a Speakers Bureau? How about having 
your speakers develop talks on the persecution of the 
Church today behind the Iron Curtain? 

The St. Louis A.C.C.M. Speakers Bureau is doing 
this and wrote to N.C.C.M. headquarters for assistance 
in gathering facts and figures. Important references 
are four books: The Communist War on Religion, by 
Gary MacEoin, Devin-Adair, 1951, ($3.50); Cardinal 
Mindszenty, by Bela Fabian, Scribners, 1949 ($2.75); 
Cardinal Mindszenty Speaks (published by order of 
the Cardinal), Longmans, 1949, ($2.50); 4 #e Cardi- 
nal’s Story by S. K. Swift, published by MacMillan, 
1949, ($3.75). N.C.C.M. searched for important 
articles in Catholic periodicals on this subject and sent 
the St. Louis A.C.C.M. a list of fifteen including such 
iterns as “Red Plot Against the Church,” L. J. Schwe- 
itzer in the Sign, January 1951; “Tito: The Church 
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and the West,” in the Commonweal of Dec. 1, 1950; 
“Suppression of Religious in Hungary” in the Jurist 

lication of the School of Canon Law of the 
Catholic University of America) January 1951; “In 
the Devil's Pattern; a bill to compel priests to reveal 
information given in Confession” (Yugoslavia), pub- 
lished in Ave Maria, July 15, 1950. 

If you want more detailed information in this field 
for your Speakers Bureau, drop a line to N.C.C.M. 
headquarters. The National Council is a service 
agency established by the Bishops of the United 
States for the purpose of being a national central 
focal point for organizations of Catholic men through- 
out the country. 


ROSARY PAGEANT IN BELLEVILLE 


A Living Rosary Pageant will be presented in Belle- 
ville, Illinois, on October 7 by Council 1028 of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

The Cathedral athletic field will be the scene of 
the pageant. A special 2,700 square foot platform 
is being constructed on which will be portrayed the 
five decades of the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

An elaborate lighting system is also being worked 
out so that each Mystery will be highli in turn. 
Various colored lights will be used in the foreground 
and background while the “Hail Mary's” of the Rosary 
will be in white lights, the “Our Fathers” in blue and 
the Crucifix in red. 

A Lady of Fatima setting will also be portrayed on 
the platform, highlighted with a searchlight. The 
entire setting is planned to be one of the most elaborate 
and colorful outdoor night displays of its kind. The 
pageant is open to the general public. 

Council 1028 is affiliated with the Illinois State 
Council, Knights of Columbus, which is an N.C.C.M. 
affiliate. 


FLOOD SALVAGE BY HOLY NAME MEN 


In Kansas City, Missouri, 377 Holy Name men from 
29 parishes contributed 1,000 hours of labor to restore 
more than 20,000 cans of food which had been inun- 
dated during the July flood. 

After the cans were given to the diocese of Kansas 
City by the Milgram Food Stores, His Excellency 
Bishop Edwin V. O'Hara asked the Kansas City Cen- 
tral Council of the Holy Name Society to restore them 
to a usable condition, 

A chemical solvent to dissolve the rust dainage was 
provided by a Holy Name officer. Every night and 
Saturday afternoon for seventeen days, cans were 
cleansed, sterilized and repacked according to Poe 
fications by health officials. The labor time of the 
men was, at prevailing flood clean-up wages, equiva- 
lent to a donation of $1,500. 

The food was given to the Kansas City Boys’ 
Orphan Home, St. Joseph’s Orphan Girls’ Home, St. 
Anthony's Baby Home, Guadalupe Center, the Home 
of the Little Sisters of the Poor, and the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO MOTHERS —Continued from page 13 


with the Sisters and other mothers of the parish? 
These and many other such problems are the very 
work of the Confraternity of Christian Mothers and 
priated material on such difficulties is available as an 
added aid for priests and mothers. The titles of some 
of our leaflets are “Printed Poison,” “A Mother's 
Quiz,” “Modern Yet Modest,” “Babies Grow Up,” 
“Dad Instructs Dan,” “Mother Helps Mary,” “Drive- 
in Theaters,” and “Morning Offering Sticker.” 


Perhaps one of the most widely publicized projects 
of the Christian Mothers is that to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” Never was the God-made Christmas of 
yesterday so difficult to understand as the man-made 
Christmas of today. Stand before the extravagant 
displays in the store windows, examine the modern 
greeting cards, or visit parlors of many homes. There 
you will see the Christmas of today. Laughing Santas 
and snowbound scenes. Sleighs and reindeer. Trees 
and tinsel and trimmings. Bells and balls. Tracks 
and trains. Stars on top of trees but no Crib beneath 
the tree. Shepherds and sheep on the hillsides but 
not the Baby Shepherd they had come to adore. 
The signs read: Merry Christmas. But there is no 
Mary and no Christ to be seen. That is the Christmas 
of today for many. Pitiable! Christ is forgotten. The 
Birthday of Christ—without Christ. A motto for 
every mother might be: Christ will have a Crib in my 
home and my family will visit the Christ-Child in our 
parish church. 
Whose job is it to give Christ His rightful place 
on His own birthday? It is everybody's job. Hearts 
must be forming Christ in them even as was Mary's 
in the first Advent season. Then, if “out of the heart 
the mouth speaks,” our expressions will reflect the 
true spirit of Christmas that is growing within us. 
Incorrect—Santa Claus is coming to town. 
Correct—Christ is coming to town. 

* Incorrect—Did you send your greeting cards yet? 
Correct—Did you send your Christmas cards yet? 


Incorrect—Come in and see our tree. 

Correct—Come in and see our Crib under the tree. 

When people do more praying than shopping; when 
there are longer lines at Confessional boxes than at 
liquor stores; when more folks gather at Christmas 
Cribs than at night clubs, then we shall have Christ 
in Christmas and “peace on earth among men of good 
will.” 

Here in Pittsburgh the Archconfraternity of Chris- 
tian Mothers has received permission from the Pitts- 
burgh Railways Company and the National Transit- 
ads to have thirteen hundred car cards displayed 
during the month of December in all the street cars 
and buses of greater Pittsburgh. The colorful cards 
will carry the slogan: “Keep Christ in Christmas— 
have a Crib under your tree.” 

As in former years we are alerting the department 
stores in the hope that they will prepare suitable dis- 
plays to honor the Infant Saviour. 

Our Christian Mothers will continue their work 
of visiting merchants, offering to trim their windows, 
and to arrange and help with outdoor displays. 

Our most vital approach is through the two leaf- 
lets entitled “Christ in Christmas” and “Santa Claus 
or Christ?” which aim at encouraging a mother to 
have a Crib in her own home. All our public displays 
will be of little value if Christ can not find a Crib in 
each Catholic home at Christmas. 

Years ago Pope Pius IX was referring to members 
of our organization when he said: “Give me truly 
Christian mothers and I will renew the face of the 
earth.” So much depends on you mothers. You have 
the godly privilege of ruling the world and of getting 
your children ready for heaven. We are all counting 
on you. Don’t let us down! 

May Mary, the perfect Christian Mother, guide 
and shelter you! 

Father Bertin Roll, O.F.M.Cap. 
National Director 








CATHOLIC ACTION — Montuty Pusuication or tHe NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


“We have grouped together, under the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
she cause of religion is furthered, each of these, contin- 
uing its own special work in its chosen field, will now 
derive additional support through general cooperation.” 
—From the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 
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